e .onto the Mall by the entrepre-

- |The dozen works in the exhibition (rmxed-
57| media drawings and two large unstretched
| ‘paintings)- scathingly’ . indict” everything

herself is dressed all in black;
including a beret reminiscent
of Patty Hearst in SLA garb.

“There’s a poem by this Polish
poet,” she muses. “When he
was a young man, he'd go up in
a Ferris wheel with his girl-
friend. At the top, he’'d see the
‘Warsaw ghetto and the horror
of it. But by the time he got to

about it. I'm interested in that’
meclianism in the human mind :
that allows for this continuing * |
genocide,™ Continuing - geno-
cide, for Coe, means the AIDS
crisis; the gulf war, and killing
animals for food and research. -
" !The brochure for her latest
- exhibition, in fact, unabashedly
" uiotes her -on “the economic
crime of capitalistn.” This fero-
“ cious, soaphoxy show is, mind
T you, smack in the middle of the
Hirshhorni- Museum in- Wash-
| ington, D.C: (through June 19).
- The building  was- insinuated

- neurial ‘clout of the late mining -
mogul ° Joseph H. ‘Hirshhorn. -

.. |-from the CIAs connection to the South
- [-"African police to the invasion of Grenada
|- to the Thomas=Hill heavings-right on the
i tued that hatehied them. Notes Coe, A lot

~Liof people ask, Why is that so- negatlve‘?’
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To me, it’s not negatlve to reveal reality.”

Coe speaks her. words, however, with a- |

lilting English north-country: accent (she

was born-near- B]mungham) that remains .
with the listener like music. She' smiles a
lot, sometinies. even laughing infectiously. .
And: in the dec:ldedly market-driven art |-
world, Coe i represented by an elegant

. mueh advenmre

N - Ing *the  Village. Voice,. ..
" New York Times’s op-ed pa

say), The New - Yorker,. T
" and NEWSWEEK Coe calls h

Ccolleagues slaving over pag=
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the bottom, he'd forgotten =ll Faroclty Bombmg of Iraq in Wa? (1991) the artist (below)

~ crop up throughout’

Lt looks-'too “exp

MF.\ DLBURN PHOTOREPOI‘.TERS

E garroted she says, “This is
work to be like .. . not that!
“close to Rembrandt " She

" Coe makes a hvmg as 'an
lustrator with her searing; |
comprem:smg drawings

{when'she ‘agrees with the

layouts, typography. and s
drawings: “That’s the. réal
ent, not this fing-art crap.”
Torments of earth: The fact
Coe is an artist, and a very good |
one. Her dark, sinewy figures
suffering the torments not of th
heavens but of earth-—bring
mind Goya and Daumier. Hei
blunt pictures clear your mor
sinuses like ammonia. The big
painting “Woman Walks Int
Bar—1Is Raped by 4 Men on thi
Pool Table—While 20 Watch’
{1983) depicts exaetly that, from*
an all-inclusive overhead view.
And the small drawing “W:
(1991) sums up }ust how rat

ganda doesn’t need sich vise

art, “It’s just my.

she demurs, reachi
Qn.RgmbI‘Bl’ldf
sketches of 2.



